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Catholic Church, and it was believed in some
quarters that her only intention in nursing in the
military hospitals of Scutari was to convert the
soldiers to that religion. When it was proved
that Florence had not adopted Catholicism, there
came a new question. Why had so many
Catholic nuns and members of the High Church
been chosen? The country was violently anti-
popish., and the public set up a clamour. Many
people held that it was a deep-laid plot on the
part of Rome to weaken the Church of England.
The Deolj Jfews, which led the criticism - started
by a letter signed " Anti-Puseyite " and backed
up by one signed " A Reader of the Bible " - pub-
lished Sidney Herbert's letter to Florence in its
columns, and demanded an explanation why
Lady Maria Forester had not been sent in com-
mand of the party. She had in fact been one of
the first to suggest the despatch of female nurses
to the East, and had been in communication with
the Government on the subject four days bdhre
Florence had written to Sidney Herbert's wife.
Bat Lady Maria admitted Florence's special
aptitude and training for the work. She had
thoroughly approved of the Government's ap-
pointment, and had helped to organise the
Nightingales,
Ai tbe end of 1854 came a letter from Windsor
Castk which largely stilled the tumult Queen
Victoria gave Florence's work her blessing, and
t&e Qjieen would certainly not approve any
enterprise.